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Apostolical Preaching considered, in 
an Examination of St. Paul’s Epis- 
tles; by the Rev. J. B. Sumner, i .A. 

ON ELECTION.* 


Tue doctrine of Personal Election 
at first sight appears less bold and as- 


suming, and jess openly adverse: to - 


the divine attributes, than the supra- 
lapsarian schéme.~ But it leads, in 
truth, to the same’result, and is liable 
to the same objection, to teach from 
the pulpit that from the mass of man- 
kind who were ruined by Adam’s dis- 
obedience, a certain number were 
elected as “ vessels of mercy,” to be 
redeemed from punishment’ by the 
sacrifice of Christ, and to be the re- 
cipients of such grace as should lead 
them irresistibly to holiness, whilst 
the non-elect’ are left to undergo the 
penalty of their sin and unbelief. 
This I take to be the doctrine which 
is commonly received by modern Cal- 
vinists:t and as many passages in St. 





* « Est electio immutabile Dei propo- 
situm, qui ante jacta mundi fundamenta 
ex universo genere humano, ex primava 
integritate in peccatum et exitium sua 
culpa prolapso, secundum, liberrimum vo- 
luntatis sue beneplacitum, ex mera gratia, 
certam quorundam hominum. multitudi- 
nem, aliis nec meliorum, nec digniorum, 
sed in communi miseria cum alis jacen- 
tium, ad salutem elegit in Christo.” Synod 
of Dort, Art. vil. ; 

‘The doctrine is thus practically taught: 
“ God promises pardon and remission of 
sins to all that believe and repent; but 
he promises grace to believe and repent 
only to those whom iy his absolute cove- 
nant he has engaged to bring through 
faith and repentance to salvation.” Hop- 
kins. 

+ I am aware that many profess to 
hold universal redemption. But whoever 
teaches the dectrine of irresistible con- 
version, i.e. of special grace, teaches per- 
sonal election to all practical purposes. 
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Paul are supposed to authorise it, 
which are silent concerning an abs 
solute decree, it seemed convenient 
to consider the two schemes se 


rately, notwithstanding that all the — 


reasoning which may be furnished by, 
thaggedet sl tega of Scripturé agains’ . 
absolute predestination, is equally ad. 


i to personal election... . | 

e principal wee except those 
already consiered, Wy ich Ms to 
favour this representation of the di- 
vine counsels, is found in the eleventh 
chapter of the Epistle to the Romans, 
Here, after unequivocally declari 
ihe rejection of the Jews, in the: 
chapter which I examined at 
and asserting that all future grounds 
of favour rest in Christ alone, St. 
Paul breaks off abruptly, and exults 
that some at least of his countrymen 
are saved through the Gospel, 

“ T say then, hath God cast awa 
his people? God forbid. God hath 
not cast away his people whom he fore- 
knew. As formerly he said to Eli- 
jah, I have reserved to myself sever 
thousand men who have not bowed. 
the knee to the image of Baal; even 
so at this present time chere is a rem- 
nant according 10:.tha election .of 
grace.* And if by grace, then is it 
no more of works; otherwise grace 
is no.more grace. But if it be of 
works, then is it no more grace; other- 
wise work is no more work. What 





* By “ grace” is to be here 


as in ed other places, the terms of sale _ 
e 


vation offered. by the Gospel, i. e. of justi- 
fication by faith in Christ. So the word 
is used, Rom. v. 2, “* This wherein 
we stand; and 2 Cor. viii. 9, “* Ye know 
the grace of our Lord Jesus. Christ;” 4 
Pet. v. 12, “ This is the true grace of God 
were stand.” 
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then? Israel hath not obtained that 
which he seeketh for, but the election 
has obtained it, and the rest were 
blinded. According ds it is written, 
God hath given them the spirit of 
slumber, eyes that they should not 
see, and ears that they should not 
hear, unto this day.” Rom. xi. ver. 
l to 7. 

The spirit of the passage is con- 
fessedly to this effect: The Jewish 
people are rejected, because they re- 
fused to receive salvation through 
Christ, and to lay aside their depen- 
dence on the Mosaic law: but those 
are not cast away, who (as the con- 
verts St. Paul was addressing) have 
embraced justification by faith, which 
is of grace and not of works. The 
question then that remains is this: 
who are the “ foreknown?” what is 
the nature of their “ election?” We 
shall soon find reason to conclude 
that the Apostle uses this word ac- 
cording to the association invariably 
united with it in his mind, and in the 
ideas of all the Jews, not in the tech- 
nical sense which it has derived from 
theological disputes, but to signify 
those who enjoyed the favour of God, 
an honour which was formerly com- 
mon to all the nation, as an * elect* 
people,” a “ holy nation;” but was 
now proper to those alone who re- 
ceived the faith of Christ, and, with 
them, was common to the converted 
Gentiles. For, if we proceed a few 
verses onward, we find him express- 
ing his earnest desire to excite his 
countrymen to join themselves to this 





* Isaiah xl. 1, “ I behold mine elect, 
in whom my soul delighteth :” xlv. 4, “ Is- 
rael, mine elect, I have called thee by thy 
name :” Ixy. 5, “ I will bring forth a seed 
out of Jacob, and out of Judah an inherit- 
orof my mountains; and minc elect shall 
inherit it, and my servants shall dwell 
there.” St. Peter applies to the whole 
body of believers the very appellation 
which had been formerly addressed to 
the Jews: “ Ye are a chosen generation, a 
royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar 
people”? Lii. 11. The idea that his Epis- 
tles were written to the Jewish converts 
alone, is rejected by the best commenta- 
tars, as inconsistent with the inteznal evi- 
dence 
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election. “ 1 speak to you, Gentiles: 
inasmuch as I am the Apostle of the 
Gentiles. I magnify my office: if by 
any means I may provoke unto emu- 
lation them that are my flesh, and 
might save some of them.” xi. tds 
Now, if -the remnant, aceording 
to the “election of grace,” were al- 
ready foreknown, and elected, and 
the rest “ blinded” by the refusal of 
efficacious grace, St. Paul must have 
been aware that there was no room 
left to excite others by the example 
of the Gentile converts, and no hope 
of any but those already chosen being 
saved: he would have known that 
there was no propriety in the pas- 
sionate expression which begins the 
tenth chapter: “ Brethren, my heart’s 
desire and prayer to God for Israel 
is, that they might be saved.” It is 
evident, therefore, that the thing which 
“Israel sought in vain,” was the 
honour of remaining the peculiar 
church of God: and that by “ the 
election,” the whole body of Christians 
is intended, who had obtained that 
which the Israelites through their 
blindness had been deprived of. 

That this sense of the word election, 
the sense in which it was familiar to 
the Jews, and to St. Paul as a Jew, 
is the sense which we ought to bear 
in mind for the purpose of rightly in- 
terpreting it, I must confidently main- 
tain. How new, how unexpected a 
thing was it to St. Paul, that any 
country but his own should be ad- 
mitted to privileges which had been 
confined to the Jews for fifteen hun- 
dred years! What an unlooked-for 
change to the Gentiles to receive the 
knowledge and the “law of God! 
How natural that this fact of the 
choosing and calling of the Gentiles, 
should form a prominent subject in 
his addresses to them? We have seeii | 
it already introduced to silence the 
Jew, and satisfy the Gentile converts, 
in the Epistle to the Romans: it is 
also largely used to excite the thank-. 
fulness of the Ephesians : 

*¢ Blessed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Chrirt, who hath 
blessed us with all spiritual blessings 
in heavenly places in Christ: accord- 
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ing as he hath chosen us in him be- 
fore the foundation of the world, that 
we should be holy and without blame 
before him in love: having predesti- 
nated us unto the adoption of children 
hy Jesus Christ to himself, according 
to the good pleasure of his will, to 
the praise and glory of his grace, 
wherein he hath made us accepted in 
the beloved: having made known unto 
us the mystery of his will, according 
“to his good pleasure, which he hath 
purposed in himself: ‘hut in the dis- 
pensation of the fulness of times he 
might gather together =. one all 
things iw Christ, both which are in 
heaven, and which are on earth, even 
in kim: in whom also we* have ob- 
tained un inheritance, being predesti- 
nated according to the purpose of 
him who worketh qll things accord- 
ing to the counsel of his own will: 
that we should be to the praise of his 
glory, who first trusted in Christ.” 
Eph. i, 1, 

We shall better understand the 
true force and import of this passage, 
if we place befure us the situation of 
the members of the Ephesian church, 
On one side was the Jew, who from 
his youth up had despised the Gen- 
tiles as idolaters, alike ignorant of the 
true God, and neglected by him; who 
had always held their practices in ab- 
horrence, and knew them to he dia- 
metrically opposite to his own, The 
strength of prejudices like these is 
seen throughout the Acts of the Apos- 
tles; and is shown in the first apos- 
tacy, the error of the Judaizing Chris- 
tians, who would not admit that God 
had conferred upon Gentiles privi- 
leges equal to their own. On the 
other hand stood the Gentile convert ; 
who had hitherto known little of the 
Jews, whom he was now taught to 
call his brethren, except that they 
considered themselves under the pro- 
tection of a God unrevealed to the 
heathens; and who would now find 
that this belief was supported by the 
universal language of the Old Testa- 





* We, the Jewish converts to the Gos- 
pel, and united in the same faith with you, 
Gentiles» 
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ment, calling the Hebrews a peculiar 
people. The natural subject to a 
church composed of such _hetero- 
geneous materials, would surely be 
the union of Jews and Gentiles under 
* one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
one God and Father of all ;” would 
surely be the fact, to us familiar, but 
to them astonishing, that so many 
“aliens from the commonwealth of 
Israel, and strangers from the cove- 
nants of promise, having no hope, 
and without God in the world,” were 
now * brought nigh to the Father by 
his eternal purpose through the blood 
of Christ.” This is, in trath, the 
leading idea throughout the Epistle, 
as well as that to the Colossians, 
which was written at the same time, 
and during the same imprisonment at 
Rome. Wecan even account for the 
circumstance of this fact becoming 
the subject uppermost in his thoughts 
at this period, when we reflect to what 
St. Paul in these Epistles attributes 
the imprisonment under which he was 
then suffering: which is not to his 
preaching Christianity, but to his as- 
serting the right of the Gentiles to be 
admitted “into it without conforming 
themselves to the Jewish law.* It 
was, therefore, strictly natural that 
he should be led to insist upon their 
common fellowship under the same 
faith of Christ, a case so widely dif- 
fering from the former habits, and 
prejudices, and expectations of either 
party. Accordingly, in the third chap- 
ter he again takes up the subject, and 
farther explains the mystery hidden 
till then, which to the Colossians he 
also terms “ the mystery of Christ, 
for which he was in bonds.” “ Ye 
have heard of the dispensation of the 
grace of God which was given me to 
you ward; which in other ages was 
not made known unto the sons of men, 
as it is now revealed unto the holy 
Apostles and Prophets by the Spirit: 
that the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, 
and of the same body, and partakerg 
of his promise in Christ by the Gos- 
pel.” iii. 1, &c. Under a similar im- 
pression the Apostle assures the Thes- 


— 





* Paley, Horz Pauline. 
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salonians, that himself, and Silvanus, 
and Timotheus, give thanks to God 
always for then all, “ knowing their 
élection of God,” i. \, 4: and that 
© God hath not appointed them unto 
wrath, but to obtain salvation by our 
Lord Jesus Christ,” i. 5, 9. and still 
more fully in the second Epistle, 
“We are bound to give thanks al- 
ways to God for you, brethren, be- 
loved of the Lord, because God hath 
from the beginning chosen you to sal- 
vation through sanctification of the 
Spirit and belief of the truth, where- 
unto he called you by our Gospel, to 
the obtaining of the glory of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 

Thus also St. Peter addresses his 
first Epistle “ to the strangers scat- 
fered throughout Pontus, Galatia, 
Cappadocia, “Asia, and Bithynia, elect 
according to the foreknowledge of 
God the Father, through sanctifica- 
tion of the Spirit, unto obedience 
and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus 
Christ.” 1.1.2. L v. 18. 

That this is the real intention of 
St. Paul, in styling the churches “ the 
elect of God,” may be farther col- 
lected from the use he makes of the 
fact in the way of argument. He in- 
troduces it as an incentive to a de- 
gree of holiness not less unknown to 
them before, than the God by whom 
they were chosen, and the faith to 
which they had been called: “ We 
are not of the night, nor of darkness ; 
therefore let us not sleep, as do others, 
but Jet us watch, and be sober.” 1 
Thess. v. 5,6. God hath from the 
beginning chosen you to salvation ; 
the refore stand fast.” 2 Thess. ii. 13. 
“¢ Put on, therefure, as the elect of God, 
holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, 
kindness, humbleness of mind, meek- 
ness, long suffering.”* Col. it. 12. 
“« The grace of God, that bringeth 
salvation, has ap peared unto all men, 
teaching us, that, denying ungodliness 
and worldly lusts, we should live 
soberly, righteously, and godly, in 
this present world, looking for that 





—— 


* Virtues, it may be remarked, parti- 
cularly the growth of the Gospel, and he- 
voud any others unknown to the Gentiles. 
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blessed hope, and the glorious. ap. 
pearance of the great God, and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave him- 
selt for us, that he might redeem us 
from all iniquity, and purify unto 
himself a peculiar people, zealous of 
good works.” ‘Titus i. Ll. “ What! 
know ye not that your body is the 
temple of the Holy Ghost, which is in 
you, which ye have of God, and ye 
ure not your own? For ye are bought 
with a price; therefore glorify God 
in your body and in your spirit, which 
are God's.” 1 Cor. vi. 19. 

It is evident from these passages 
that St. Paul draws an inference 
from the fact of election to the duty 
of holiness. But the regular conse- 
quence of Calvinistic election, is to 
hold it up as the cause and fountain 
from which all holiness springs; as 
the reason why the Christian is zeal- 
ous of good works, not why he oughé 
to be.* Vf, then, St. Paul argues 10 
the other way, and urges it to the 
converts as an inducement to deny 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, that 
they have been chosen to hear the law 
and the means of salvation oifered to 
them by a God whose servants must 
purify themselves even as he is pure; 
I think it follows, that St. Paul speaks 
ef election to the grace of the Gos- 
pel, and not of sach personal election 
as Calvinists teach: election which 
Jeads infallibly to holiness as a mean 
of the salvation which has been de- 
termined from the foundation of the 
world. 

On these grounds I conclude, that 
the elect of St. Paul are those Gen- 
tile converts who had been unex- 
pectedly called to the knowledge and 
favour of God, and to consequent 
faith and holiness. At the same time, 
it is no doubt trve that those first 
Christian churches were in fact called, 
and elect, and chosen ina very pecu- 








ss Proinde eects est fons omnis sa- 
lutaris boni; unde fides, sanctitas et reli- 
qua dona salvifica, ipsa denique vita ater- 
na, ut fructus et effectus ejus profiuunt 
secundum illud Apostoli, Elegit nos (nen 
quia er amus, sed) ut essemus sancti et in- 
culpati in conspectu cjus in charitate 
Ephes. i. 4.” Artic. Dord. Art. ix. 
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liar manner, wholly inapplicable to 
the case of individuals in other times. 
‘The Holy Spirit, as we are informed 
in the Scripture itself, immediately 
directed the steps of the Apostles to 
those cities where God in his wisdom 
foresaw that it would be best to plant 
the earliest cliurches. In this sense 
the people of ‘Thessalonica and Phi- 
lippi were truly called, to whom Paul 
and Silas were directed by special 
iutimations of the Holy Spirit; and 
those of Pergamus and Bithynia re- 
jected, which countries the Apostles 
would have evangelized in preference, 
if left to themselves. 

The same remark may be justly 
extended to individuals. In every 
age God has chosen from mankind 
certain persons, as the instruments of 
his designs, and ministers of his reve- 
lations. To enumetate these, would 
be to give a summary of the Jewish 
history. To come nearer to the 
poiut: no one can deny that John the 
Baptist, that the twelve Apostles, and 
Paul, and Mark, and Luke, and Cor- 
nelius, with Titus and Timothy, and 
the majority of those to whose agency 
the promulgation of the Gospel was 
first committed, were selected from 
iheir countrymen ina manner no less 
peculiar than the object for which 
they were chosen. Ii there were any 
doubt of this, St. Paul must himself 
remove it, when he reminds Timothy 
that * God had saved them, and called 
them with an holy calling, not accord- 
ing to their works, but according to his 
own purpose and grace, which was 
given them by Christ Jesus before the 
world began ;” and says, in another 
place, that he was “ chosen by the 
pleasure of God, who separated him 
trom his mother’s womb, and called 


fine by his grace to reveal his Son, 


and preaah him among the Heathen.” 
Whether this choice were altogether 
independent of the suitableness of 
their character tothe divine purposes, 
I am not bound to consider. St. Paul, 
indeed; seems to insinuate the con- 
trary, by saying, “I thank Christ 
Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, 
for that he counted me faithful, put- 
ting me into the ministry, who was 
before a blasphemer, and a persecu- 


Chistian Knowledge Society. oti 


tor, and injurious; but IZ obtained 
mercy, because L did it ignoranily, in 
wibelief.” 1 Tim. i. 13. But how- 
ever this be determined, no one can 
argue that these ave cases by which 
we can judge of the mode of God’s 
dealing with the great body of man- 
kind. These are as evidently ex- 
ceptions to the general dispensation 
of things regarding individuals, as 
the case of the Jews stands peculiar 
among nations. God required but 
one people to preserve his oracles, 
and saw fit to select the Israelites. 
So he required but one Prophet in an 
age to declare his will, and he chose 
Moses, or Samuel, or Elijah, or Da- 
niel, or John the Baptist, or St. Paul; 
but are the rest of the Jews to be 
considered reprobate, “ non-elect,* 
and left to the just punishment of theis 
sin and unbelief,’ because these in- 
dividuals are separated from among 
them as the more immediate minis- 
ters of his will? It is here, and not 
universally, that the question properly 
applies, which is sometimes asked 
more triumphantly then reverently, 
“ May not God do what he will with 
his own?” Where any especial com- 
mission is to be given, the Almighty 
Governor of the world may, in full 
exercise of his wisdom and justice, 
choose from mankind the delegate 
fitted to his purpose, or may raise up 
one who shall be fitted for it beyond 
the other sons of men; but in the 
ordinary dispensation of his conduct 
towards mankind, whether regarding 
the infliction of punishment or the 
distribution of benefits, he cannot wild 
to do that with his own which shall be 
coutrary to the excellence of his na- 
ture and attributes.t 


(To be continugd.) 











* * Secundum decretum  electorum 
corda, quantumvis dura, rratiose emollit, 
et ad credendum inflectit, non electos 
autem justo judicio sue malitie et du- 
ritia relinguit.” Sententia Dord. Art. vi. 

¢ See a very striking and convincing 
illustration of this sentiment in the late 
Bishop Horsley’s Sermons on Matt. xx. 
23: “ To sit on my right hand and on my 
left is not mine to give, but it shall be 


given to them for whom it is prepared of 


my Father,” 
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CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE SOCIETY 
(Iu England ) 


DESIGNATION OF THE REV. MR. SPER- 
SCHNEIDER. 


On the 9th of July,a Special General 
Meeting of the Seciety was held, at its 
House in Bartlett’s Buildings, for the 
purpose of dismissing the Rev. Mr. 
Sperschneider, to his labours asa Mis- 
sionary to India. On this occasion the 
Archdeacon of London delivered a 
charge to Mr. Sperschneider, of which 
the following is an abstract. 


Archdeacon Pott’s Charge to the Rev. 
J.G.P. Sperschneider. 


In stating his view of the object 
of the Meeting, the Archdeacon re- 
marks— 

“ Itisa mixedscene, of Gratulation 
and of Farewell, in which we are now 
engaged; for your stay among us is 
so limited by pressing circumstances, 
that these alternatives, so iiteresting 
in the scenes of human intercourse, 
are brought near together. It will, 
therefore, be my aim to offer some- 
thing which may answer to the word 
of Greeting; and something also which, 
L trust, you will be willing to take with 
you as the word of Valediction, the 
counsels and the blessings of sincere 
and cordial friends.” 

On these subjects the Arclideacon 
enlarges, with his accustomed discern- 
ment and piety. We shall select some 
passages, which will serve, at once 
as an able vindication, and an en- 
lightened guide of Missionaries in the 
Eastern World. 

The topics of Congratulation are 

—the past exertions in India, under 
the Society, of Members of the Ln- 
‘heran Church~+the setiled states of 
the British power in the East—the 
sounsel and cuppert of the Bishop 
of Caicutta—the progress of Edu- 
ationand the happy dispositions, 
with respect to the diffusion of 
@hristianily, Which now prevail in 
Britain. ; é 

Connected with view ol past 
Yabours, we find a just representation 
sf the difficulties of propagating 
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Christianity among the inhabitants of 
India. 

“ But having turned for a moment 
to past labours, it must be owned, 
that, when we regard the boundléss 
population to which those good en- 
deavours were directetl, we cannot 
but indulge a sigh, and look with 
heaviness of spirit upon the small in 
crease which has been added, even by 
their pains, to the Christian Flock. 
Alas! the obstacles are many, and as 
full of difficulty as they are abundant. 

* In a land where superstition and 
idolatry are linked with insuperable 
prejudice, and beund by chains of 
adamant upon the hearts of men—z 
land where all things are tied to the 
strict and never-changing rule of ri- 
gorous castes, and determined by fan 
tastic notions both of honour and dis- 
grace, notions which are stronger in 
the minds of those who harbour them 
than the love of life itself—it is hard 
to win a passage to the understanding, 
and still more hard to wean the heart 
from its attachments. Where none 
are very busy, and where the wants of 
life are easily supplied, you may have 
many hearers for a little moment: 
but, though you gain the leisure and 
attention of a listening ear, yet the 
choice is sealed; and pleas, which can- 
not be resisted on the ground of argu- 
ment or reason, may receive a ready 
answer on the score of fixed and un- 
alterable usage. The stern laws of 
the Brahmin and the Prince, alike 
despotic, and alike inflexibly devoted 
io one form of things, and that the 
worst that can be, will be opposed to 
every just persuasion. If you urge 
them with their gross and unworthy 
misconceptions of the nature and the 
will of God, or the monstrous follies 
of their fabulous theology, -they will 
turn it off with a sly civility perhaps, 
or with a popular and careless pro- 
verb. ‘You may be told that “ heaven 
is a wide place, and has a thousand 
gates ;” and that their religion is one 
by which they hope to enter. Thus, 
together with their fixed persuasions, 
they have their sceptical conceits. By 
such evasions they can dismiss the 
merits of the case from all considera- 
tion; and encourage men to think that 
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the vilest superstition may serve to 
every salutary purpose, and be ac- 
cepted in the sight of od as well as 
truth and righteousness. To this de- 
testable opinion, too shallow for the 
name of sophistry, there are not want- 
ing some consenting voices among 
those possessing better privileges; a- 
mong those who must add ingratitude 
to folly, when they venture to main- 
tain such sentiments. If such opinions, 
however, do find abettors among men 
who enjoy the light of truth,: and 
who should prize it at its real worth, 
can we wender that the faith which 
they profess should m&ke but little 
progress beyond the iimits of their 
own land?” 

In promoting the welfare of our 
Tndian Empire, the Archdeacon al- 
lows full weight to the influence of a 
wise and impartial Government; but 
very forcibly urges both the duty of 
propagating Christain Truth, and its 
superior influence om the community. 

** An equal, uncorrgpt administration 
of the course of law and justice which 
forms the peculair glory of, our own 
realm, is transferred already to the 
Courts of its dependeucies. It is asked, 
then, how benefits so!precious, which 
gaard the rights of parsonal security, 
of property, and corgcience, can be 
further amplified, augmented, and en- 
larged? Can rey put this question, 
who know what the life of ‘mdi is at 
the best in this world, and wlio should 
know what his hope may be in a better 
scene? The enlargement, then, of 
the benefits of civil freedom, must 
consist in the cultivation and en- 
couragement of moral and religious 
principles, without which there can 
be no adequate improvement in the 
human character, and therefore no 
successful operation of external laws ; 
without which, the sum of every rea- 
sonable satisfaction in the heart of 
man must be wanting ; and, without 
which, there cau be no intelligible ap- 
prehension of a future state, no just 
presumptions, and no hopeful earnest 
of that happiness to which the soul of 

man aspires as the fountain leaps up 
to its springs, and points in its utmost 
elevation to the level of its native 
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“ Without doubl, the work of moral 
culture will advance, in no light mea- 
sure, where the salutary end of Civil 
Governn.ent shall be maintained. But, 
indeed, there is a debt to Truth; a 
debt which they who love the Truth 
can never overlook. There is a pub- 
lic service to be rendered, which 
Truth only, that Truth which has 
God for its author and its object, can 
supply. The best improvement and 
the noblest exaltation of the moral 
character of man, can only be made 
good by just conceptions of the moral 
attributes of God. Behold, then, the 
perpetual ground of every truth by 
which the choice of mar can be di- 
rected! itis here, that the work of 
sound instruction must begin. His 
own name, his own excellence, his 
own perfections, form the ground of 
every treaty which God opens with the 
reasonable creature; the ground of 
every argument and evidence which 
he proposes for their notice, and of 
every truth which he reveals for their 
acceptance. Where this first princi- 
ple of truth and knowledge shall be 
vindicated and established, the mon- 
strous errors of idolatry and supersti- 
tion (the twofold bane of all improve- 
ment in the life of man) must be sup- 
planted, The field will then be opened 
to communicate the knowledge of 
God’s gracious will; and to teach men 
what his counsels and provisions have 
been for the succour and salvation of 
a fallen race, for reconciliation after 
trespass, for the restitution and re- 
covery of a lost integrity, and for the 
glad inheritance of future and eterna! 
glory. 

“To but consider for a moment, with 
reference to that first requisite to the 
hope of man—his reconciliation be- 
fore God—how gross and deplorable 
the state of doubt and ignorance had 
been, and must continue still to be, in 
Heathen Countries. Regard those 
doubts, and that distressful ignorance, 
as they are manifested in the miserable 
victim to fantastic penances in those 
regions to which your views are now 
directed. Observe the desperate re- 
solve, the cold, deliberate, yet frantic 
purpose of the self-devoted zealot, who 
wades from the margin to the stream, 
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and waits the fluxes of the Ganges, 
till the tide ascends, till the flood is 
poured into his lips, and death pays 
the voluntary tribute of unequal, in- 
sufficient, uncalled, unhallowed ex- 
piation. Regard, if you think fit, the 
self-same doubts, the same distressful 
ignorance, as they once existed in the 
noble mind of Socrates, who trimmed 
the lamp of reason with a steady 
hand, and traced the light of nature 
to its sources ; the scourge of sophisters, 
the glory and the scandal of a curious, 
fickle, and ungrateful people. Hear 
him declare distinctly, that if the 
knowledge which was sought by men, 
respected their chief exigency ; if they 
were prompted to explore the means 
of reconciliation and acceptance be- 
fore God, they who made such in- 
quiries at his mouth, must wait until 
one should arrive who could declare 
the will of God: one, who, as we well 
know, could both declare the will of 
God and prove it by convincing tokens, 
and seal it by his blood. If that flood 
of cleansing and atonement rose also 
even to the lips of men, it was to pour 
into them the balm of life. If that 
fountain too ascended to its source, 
that source was no other than the 
springs of truth, the sovereign attri- 
butes of God, the harmony of whose 
adorable perfections was so plainly 
vindicated in its flow. 

“* In order likewise to the increase 
and enlargement of the benefits which 
should be derived upon a Heathen 
fy Br, by their intercourse with 
a happier and a more enlightened 
people, there will, on your part, he 
the care to couple the best rules of 
practical improvement with the prin- 
ciples of faith. You will have totestifr, 
that this is the will of God, even the 
cleansing of the heart from evil pur- 
poses and faulty habits; and the care 
to cherish in it, through this term of 
trial, every good and profitable dis- 
position, every generous quality, every 
noble elevation. The votaries of a 
wild degrading superstition must be 
taught that such is the will of God, 
and not the rigours or the frenzies of 
fantastic methods of religion. How 
Plain it is, that uncouth and horrid 
Schemes of discipline produce one 
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uniform effect, in full contradiction to 
the great end of Revealed Truth, as it 
is designed for ail! Thus they never 
fail to sever the professors of such 
narrow rues from those who may per- 
haps admire their zeal, and gaze at 
their strange performances ; but who 
have no heart, and no rational or fit 
inducement, to inciine them to adopt 
the pattern. 

« Thus it happens, in ail ages and all 
countries, and, alas! under better dis- 
pensations of the light of Truth, that 
where extravagant pretensions and 
exaggerated schemes of life, which 
serve no one end of moral duty or of 
real purity of heart, are permitted to 
supply the place of sober maxims, 
and are prized above them, tliey serve 
only to divide men into distinct un- 
connected bands, who reap no prolit 
from each other. Thus do men stand 
divided, wherever the religious cha- 
racter is marked with superstitious 
tinctures. The bewildered zealot, the 
fanatic of all times or places, forms 
his circle; and they who extol his 
zeal, as well as they who despise and 
deride it, pursue their own licentious 
course. The pathof rational improve- 
ment, the way of Truth and Righte- 
ousness, lies between them,.and is 
overlooked.” — 

The second part of the subject is 
thus intreduced+— 

“ Having dwelt awhile upon these 
points of hopeful expectation, there 
was the promise of a word of counsel, 
such as might be coupled with the part- 
ing good wish which will accompany 
your course, and will cleave to you 
when the land of countrymen and 
friends shall recede and dwindle from 
the vessel, and when the world of 
waters and the foreign coast extend 
before you. 

“The ground, indeed, of every rea- 
sonable, every salutary counsel, has 
been laid already; for the leading 
principles of Truth and Duty have 
been touched: they are the treasures 
and the freight, which you have to 
carry; the stores of spiritual wisdom, 
which have God and his favour for the 
sum of their intrinsic value and un- 
speakable importance. 


* In displaying before the Heathen 
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“ the noble image of God’s everlasting 
attributes,” the appeal may be very 
justly made to thé common feelings 
of man. 

“ When he calls himself a Father— 
who knows not what a Father’s love 
is? When he calls himself a Ruler 
and a Judge—who knows not that in- 
tegrity and justice must be the mea- 
sure of his sway? When he speaks 
of Mercy—who, that consults his own 
needs, can want to be informed what 
that is also? Thus we are not beckon- 
ed to the clouds, nor sent into the 
deep; for God is ever near us, if we 
will consult our own hearts, and con 
sider what notions can be formed by 
us of what is good from all that we 
see, from all that we know, and feel, 
and understand. Establish well these 
leading principles, and you will scat- 
ter the first obstacles which would 
obstruct the knowledge of that saving 
word which God hath spoken.” 

An able summiary of the Evidences 
of Revelation follows; particularly 
as these evidences apply to the rea- 
sonings which prevail in the east. 

«What are the proofs that God hath 
spoken? That is the next inquiry 
which you will encounter. Simpli- 
city is the character of Truth; and 
they are simple propositions, simple 
facts, and simple proofs arising from 
them, which constitute the grounds ot 
faith in that Word which Grd hath 
spoken. 

“ And what then are the facts? The 
history of man; the history of man’s 
redemption; the uniform experience 
of mankind; the nature of cur whole 
condition in the world. 

“Ves; but the Eastern Worshipper 
has uis Histories of this World and of 
Man. And what are they? Let them 
be compared with those which we 
produce. It will soon appear what 
is consistent, credible, and sober; and 
what is self-repugnant and ridiculous, 
without a shade of any yet remaining 
proof for its support. Compare those 


dreams of childish folly, the senseless 
visions of distempered fancies and de- 
luded minds, compare them with 
the simple narrative of the Sacred 
Writings. Compare them with the 
plain and interesting annals of the 
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Patriarchal Ages; with the signal 
monuments of Providence in all the 
earth, and in the very lives and per- 
sons of distinguished men. Compare 
them with that clear and connected 
view which the Scriptures furnish of 
man’s first creation; of his primeval 
state; of his fall and subsequent 
condition; of his increase on the earth; 
of the care of God toward him. Com- 
pare the Eastern Legend, and its 
monstrous fictions, with the long train 
of Prophetic Warnings, delivered 
with large intervals of time, from age 
to age, and clearly and distinctly 
brought to pass. 

“ You will point next to the signal 
Works by which those Declarations 
were attested If those works be not 
now visible, and the record of them 
not familiar to the stranger, yet the 
proofs of them, which exist at this 
day, shall suffice to stamp their cree 
dit. ‘The tokens of such public de- 
monstrations of the will and counsels 
of the Lord subsist still; they speak 
still in the fortunes of whole states 
and empires ; empires bordering upon 
those which you will visit. What 
man is there in all the east to whom 
the fame of Abraham, the father of 
the faithful, has not reached? or who 
has not seen some of his posterity, 
bearing every badge of their descent 
from him, except his faith? 

“ Will the challenge be—* These 
are your written testimonies; but who 
shall vouch for their integrity ?°— 
the World itself, and all that has been 
transacted in it, shall speak in confir- 
mation of those testimonies. The 
suffrage. of all History, profane as 
well as sacred, shall yield its consent- 
ing voice to those authentic docu- 
ments. The stubborn and deter- 
mined enemies to the Truth itself 
shall stand forward for the vouchers. 
You meet them every where; in the 
east and in the west. Let the con- 
siderate Heathen ask the Jewish 
Exiles if those Sacged Oracles, to 
which we point, have not been for 
ages in their custody. Let him ask if 
they have kept them carefully. It is 
a plain prouf that they have, since the 
witness bears so hard against them- 
selves. Let him ask if those records 
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are the same still, that they were be- 
fore and after the dispersion of their 
‘Tribes. Let him ask if we have 
changed one testimony for our own 
ends; if the books still extant speak 
the same things, deliver the same 
doctrines, relate the same facts, and 
inculcate the same precepts now as 
heretofore. The answer is inevitable ; 
and the conclusion gathered from the 
lips of friend and foe is no less eer- 
tain and convincing. 

“ Look yet more closely to the 
Books themselves ; and do not hesitate 
to bring their whole contents to that 
standard which was first established, 
to God and his perfections. Do they 
speak things worthy of him? Do they 
foretell things to come ?—which was 
the challenge of the Lord to those of 
old time, who endeavoured to deceive 
his people; and to his own people, 
when they inclined to such deceits. 
Are such proofs suited to their ends ? 
Can any man devise, or indeed ima- 
gine, any better ¢ 

“Regard once more the signal 
Works, above the power of human 
agency or ordinary means, by which 
the same Word :s as suitably attested. 
But the Eastern Worshipper has nts 
wonders too; n1s works of miracle, 
recorded and believeds things far 
more strange and more prodigious 
than those which we allege. He has 
so. Let him display the legend. I 
the challenge be, as it should be, the 
challenge of comparison; let it be 
considered of what kind those wonders 
were, and for what ends they were 
wrought. 

«“ The miracles to which God makes 
his appeal, were wrought for pur- 
poses entirely worthy of him; for 
solemn purposes of justice or of mercy. 
They were wrought, with public de- 
monstrations, to recall men from ido- 
latries and errors, from crimes and 
misdeeds; to fix them in the know- 
ledge and the service of the Lord 
They tended always to good ends. 
They were often_marked with inci- 
dental circumstances of lesser benelit 
and present kindness. ‘They were 
such as none could contradict, but 
those who destroyed their own ma- 
enant plea, even by their own despe- 
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rate assertions. Thus they put an 
evil agent for the worker of all bene- 
fits and blessings, and made Satan the 
subverter of all moral mischief in the 
world.” 

On the manner in which the Truths 
of Revelation are to -be vindicated 
and applied, the Archdeacon speaks 
admirably :— 

“ Having laid these grounds of truth 
and evidence,-by which the Word of 
God is measused and attested, how 
readily will you bring the means ef 
reconciliation which you have to offer, 
and the precepts and the lessons which 
you have to teach, to a test af certain 
and convincing! Are they such as 
answer to the sovereign excellence of 
the Moral Ruler? Are they such as 
are adapted most expressly to the 
needs of man? Are they such as con- 
duce most to his best improvement : 
not romantic bitter trials for the self- 
devoted ; not beds of spikes or antic 
feasts of penance ; not portentous pil- 
grimages, measured by a man’s own 
length, in painful revolutions of the 
body ; not fixed stations between earth 
and skies, which convert men into 
living statues, exposed to all the tor- 
tures of the mid-day sun, and all the 
chill of nightly dews ;—a living death, 
compared with which, the peace and 
silence of the grave are objects of the 
highest envy and supreme desire. Are 
the precepts which you would lead 
men to accept, such as offer remedies 
to every faulty passion and disordered 
appetite; not by destructive means 
and idle scruples, but by correcting 
what is faulty and inordinate, and by 
planting better inclinations in the 
heart? Above all, are these things 
coupled with the great treaty of Re- 
demption ; that work of God’s consum- 
mate counsels, which supplies a cer- 
tain ground of access to a state of fa- 
vour and acceptance before him? are 
they coupled with advantages whith 
are established in the person and pre- 
rogative of One, who had the power 
to lay down and the power to take up 
life for others; power to ransom and 
redeem; power to reign and rule in 
a new kingdom, which is not limited 
to time, place, or nation; power to be 
an Universal Head and Source of 
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Reparation and Renewal to those who 
stand united to him, those whose na- 
ture he assumed, and on whose part he 
appears before the Throno of Grace, 
a righteous and effectual Intercessor ? 
‘Do the same testimonies lead us also 
to the needful succeurs which are 
furnished for those avho must fulfil 
their own appointed service before 
they can receive the recompence which 
is won for them, the great prize of 
another’s victery? do they lead the 
weak and humble to God’s Holy Spi- 
rit, to the promised Comforter and 
perpetual Guide ? 

“ With these grounds of redemption, 
and these rules of faith and duty laid 
for our return to God, shall we, my 
Reverend Brother, take Terr counsel 
to be good, who would persuade us to 
jeave man to himself, to be the slave of 
vicious appetites, or the dupe of mani- 
fold delusions; without authority to lead 
or the sanction of authority in others to 
incline him to be led; most ignorant 
when he has most need t« be instruct- 
ad, and wise only to perceive his own 
defects, which was the sum of real 
wisdom in the Heathen World ?” 

The counsel which the Archdeacon 
proceeds to give is of special import- 
ance in our day, and bespeaks the 
candour of his own mind. 

“ But if the points which I have 
touched, my Reverend Brother, are 
familiar to you, as no doubt they are, 
and therefore do not answer to the 
promised word of Counsel, let that 
word now be added. The Counsel 
that I would give is this, let not the 
disputable tenets which divide the 
hearts of men in the Christian World, 
things which stand apart from the 
sure foundations of our common faith, 
let not these things be carried with 
you: leave them where, perhaps, they 
have done the most harm that they 
can do. It is surely no unreasonable 
word of counsel, that they who have 
wrangled so long for disputed things 
with no good success, would keep 
them from the ears: of others, whose 
interest it is to learn only what is 
necessary to be known, and needful to 
be practised.” 

The Charge concludes with much 
Christian affection. 


Christian Knowledge Sociciy. 347 
cus 4 


«‘ And now, my Reverend Brother, I 
have but tocommend you to the bles- 
sing of him who can turn aside the 
arrow that flieth by day, and avert the 
pestilence that walketh in darkness. 
May his gracious favour keep you! 
May the happy sense of that reward 
which is laid up with him, support 
youin the sharpest day of trial! May 
his mercies give a good result to 
every hopeful expectation, which we 
share with you with no common mea- 
sure of solicitude, and to which your 
own best wishes have been raised ! 

“ You have made a noble choice ; 
with the sacrifice, no doubt, of many 
an interest which has its value. But 
the things which you will leave, are 
passing daily from the tenants of the 
day ; and the things which you seek, 
will abide with you when you shall 
be called from these sublunary scenes. 

“ Althoughit may be yours to sow, 
and another’s joy to see the stalk rise 
and the ear swell; yet, when the days 
of harvest shall arrive, your portion 
shall not be wanting in the plentiful 
division. 

“Tf the heart droop or the spirits fail 
in any moment, call to mind what 
God spake in past ages: and what are 
ages in his sight, but the ripening 
seasons of his counsels? Let this be 
the ground of consolation and of 
trust: My Word shall not return unto 
me void; but it shall accomplish that 
which I please; and it shall prosper 
in the thing whereto I sent it.” 

We have been insensibly led on to 
extract the greater part of this excel- 
lent Charge; as we are persuaded 
that the points here touched on, and 
the manner in which they are treated, 
will furnish practical instruction and 
solid encouragement, to those faithful 
Labourers who are engaged in the 
work of Missions in the Eastern 
World. 


Reply of the Rev. Mr. Sperschneider. 

Mr. Sperschneider, in reply to this 
Charge, addressed the Board in a 
manner which may justly awaken 
lively hopes concerning his usefulness, 
if it shall please God to spare his life. 
We extract the conclusion. 

My duties are still strange to me. 
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with regard to their particular objects 5 
and for that re ason, that kind aid ju- 
licious advice, Reverend Sir, which 
you have afforded to me, by 4 view 
of the grounds of our Religion, as 
they must be put to the Heathens, 
po ie ing them with their opinions, 
Was most ac mpl thle to mea 
* As for the great and ‘important 
advantages, which, as you, Reverend 
Sir, have reminded me, the present 
settlement of the British Govermment, 
the establishment of a Church under 
a pious and learned Bishop, and the 
progress of Education in India, offer 
to me, lt deeply feel, that, by all these 
circumst: ances, my prospects are very 
much brightened. I find 
those difficulties removed, with which 
my predecessors have had to struggle. 
TE can gather with joy, where they 
have been obliged to sow with trouble 
and tears: and, what I esteem as far 
the highest privilege of my condition 
im comparison with that of former 
Missionaries, I am permitted to con- 
fide in the particular assistance and 
advice of a man, who, as the Head of 
the Church in the I ast Indies, has so 
great an influence upon the cause of 
Christianity, and who is so strongly 
alive to every eifort for spreading the 
divine truth in that part of the world. 
I know also, that, by all these ad- 
vantages, my obligations and respon- 
sibility are increased in a high de- 
sree; and | ought, therefore, so much 
more to claim your indulgence, and 
to request you not to measure my 
good-will and zeal by the immediate 
results of my labours. Very far, 
however, from being discouraged or 
intimidated by these additional calls 
upon my zeal and watchfulness, [ 
shrink from no exertion or sacrifice, 
which may be required in the faithful 
discharge of my duty. 
* And now, may the Lord, our most 

gracious God, 'be pleased to accomplish 
all your cood wishes for me! May 
he please. to grant to me a longer 
career of earthly usefulness, than he 
did to my dear predecessor, the late 
excellent Jacobi! May it please him 
to crown my eudeavours with his best 
blessings; and never to take from me 


5 


love and grace’ With a heart 


the Right Rev. Bishop White. 
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deeply moved, I now take leave of 
you, Reverend and Venerable Sir, 
and of this Honourable Society. I 
shall never forget how much I am 
indebted to you, and how strongly I 
am tied to the cause of the Word of 
God. Continue to afford me, even 
in that distant country, your bene- 
volence, your prayers, and your con- 
stant support. May the Lord take 
you, and all the Members of this So- 
ciety, under his gracious care and 
protection ! May he bless all your 
Christian endeavours for the welfare 
of many of cur Brethren, near and 
far, and for the honour of his most 
Sacred Name!” 
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Address of the Right Rev. Bishop 
Wuutre, delivered to the Convention 
of the Protestani Episcopal Church 
in the State of Pennsylvania, on 
Wednesday, the 6th of May, i8ls. 


My Brethren, the Clergy and Lay 
Deputies of this Convention, 


On the 20th day of last September, 
I ordained to the holy office of Priests, 
the Rev. George Sheets; on the 2Isi 
day of September, I ordained to the 
holy office of Deacons, Richard Sharpe 
Mason and William Augustus Muhlen- 
burgh, all of this state—and it ought 
to appear on your Minutes, that I have 
this day ordained in your presence 
Albert A. Muller, of South-Carolina, 
Jacob M. Douglass, and Charles M. 
Dupuy, of this state, to the holy 
order of Priesthood: and Henry 
R. Judah, Samuel C. Brinkle, and 
Manning ’B. Roche, to the holy order 
of Deacons. 

There have been recorded as candi- 
dates for holy orders, Bird Wilson, 
late Judge of the First District of 
this state, John S, Newbold, Samuel 
Bacon, William Armstrong, James 
Pilmore, Joseph Spencer, and George 
Jones. 

The Rev. Levi Bull has removed to 
the state of Delaware, and the Rev. 
John Armstrong to the state of Mary- 


So 
land. The Rev. James Montgomery, 


after residing for some months in 
Trenton, has been elected to a highly 
respectable Rectory in the city of New- 
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York. The Rev. Joseph Walker, who 
was ordained during the last Conven- 
tion, has accepted a Parish in the 
state of Maryland. The Rev. Samuel 
Hulbert Turner, who has resigned the 
same charge, resides in this city. 

The Rev. Thomas P. May, has 
been settled as Rector ofeSt. John’s 
Churcn, Norristown. The Rev. Jacob 
M. Douglass has been settled as Rector 
of St. Paul’s Church, Chester; St. 
Martin’s, Marcus Hook; and St. 
John’s, Concord. And the Rev. Wil- 
liam Augustus Muhlenburgh has been 
received as een a Assistant in 
Christ Church, St. Peter’s, and St. 
James’s, in this city. The Rev. 
Charles M. Dupuy has received a 
ministerial settlement with a newly 
organized congregation in German- 
town. ‘The Rev. Richard S. Mason, 
who was ordained a Deacon during 
the last Convention, has repaired to 
Newbern, on an invitation from the 
Vestry of the Church in that place, 
with the prospect of settlement; but 
not having heard of its being finally 
agreed on, I defer the recording of 
his removal. 

There has departed this life the 
Rev. Absalom Jones, late Rector of 
tne African Church of St. Thomas, 
in this city; and I do not record the 
event, without a tender recollection 
of his eminent virtues, and of his 
pastoral fidelity. 

On the 26th of March I conse- 
crated St. Thomas’s Church, White- 
marsh, which has been built to re- 
place one of the first Churches in the 
former Province, but lately gone to 
decay. And on the 30th of the same 
month I laid the corner-stone of a 
Church in Germantown, the building 
of which is now progressing. 

Besides administering the Ordinance 
of Confirmation at sundry times with- 
in the city, and once m St. John’s 
Church, inthe Northern Liberties, I 
éonfirmed, on the 19th of October, in 
St. Martin’s Church, Marcus Hook ; 
and on the 19th of last month in Ail 
Saints’ Church, Lower Dublin. The 
number confirmed are 268. 

It is with great grief that I notice 
ihe decease of my Right Rev. Brother, 


Bishop Dehon, of South-Carolina. 
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The eminent talents and the amiable 
character of this Bishop, in connexion 
with his early stage of life, had in- 
duced in my mind the expectation, 
that he would continue to be useful 
to the Church, when the ministry of 
his elder brethren shali be at an end. 
But such is the uncertainty of the issue 
of all human hopes! 

The Society for the Advancement 
of Christianity in Pennsylvania, dur- 
ing the last year, have aided in pro- 
viding fr Divine Worship in sundry 
destitute Churches, not remote from 
the city ; and have been at temporary 
expense for the same purpose in some of 
the counties on the waters of the 
Susquehanna, and in others beyond 
the Alleghany mountains. But they 
were not able to obtain a Missionary, 
who should be wholly and for a length 
of time so employed. 

‘The Missionary Society, instituted 
for operation beyond the limits of the 
state, have been at the expense of the 
removal and the temporary support of 
a Clergymanirom Connecticut, to the 
state of Ohio: and are happy to find, 
that he has been there successfuily 
employed in organizing congregations. 
They also contributed to the removal 
of another clergyman from the for- 
mer state to the latter—having rea- 


son to entertain sanguine expectations 


of his usefulness ; which, as yet, there 
has not been time to realize. Another 
effort of the same Society has been 
their bearing of the expense of a very 
respectable clergyman of New Jersey, 
who took a journey into the state of 
Ohio, with the view of giving be- 
ginning to the Church in that state, 
and has contributed considtrably to 
that good end. 

There ought not to be lost the op- 
portunity of suggesting to the mem- 
bers of this Convention, the propriety 
of intimating, in theirrespective neigh- 
bourhoods, the duty of contributing 
to the carrying on of the efforts of the 
two institutions which have been 
mentioned: The former of these is 
the only possible source of supply of 
ministerial services, to very smalé 
congregations and to scattered settle- 
ments of the members of our Com- 
muuion throughout the state. Th- 
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energies of the latter are loudly called 
for from the western states, in some 
such addresses as that of the man of 
Macedonia to St. Paul—* Come and 
help us.” The call was deeply felt 
by the last General Convention; on 
which measures were adopted for the 
organizing of the Church im the west- 
ern states, and for the extending to 
them of the Episcopacy, or the ac- 
complishing of these objects, it is ne- 
cessary to procure the missionary 
labours of some clergymen, and to 
organize congregations by their exer- 
tions. In doing this, it is to be ex- 
pected that the zeal of the Church in 
Pennsylvania will be prominent, on 
account ef our contiguity to the re- 
«ions in which there is the greatest 
prospects of success. 

There is another species of cha- 
vitable institutions, which I beg leave 
to recommend on this occasion. It 
is that of the gratuitous instruction of 
the children of the poor in Sunday 
schools. In the country in which 
those Schools were begun, they have 
been found the happiest expedients 
yet devised, for the clearing of the 
streams of corruption at their sources. 
‘The records of their effect on the 
moral state of extensive districts rest 
on evidence not to be resisted. It is 
a fact of general notoriety, that Bver 
the whole face of ®ur country, there 
are temptations to juvenile licentious- 
ness, peculiarly operative on the first 
day of the week, and tending to make 
its returning rest a cause of corrupt- 
ion, instead of its being, as was de- 
signed, and as the experience of ages 
has proved it fitted to be, the best 
preservative of morals and of de- 
cency. The evil is known and felt; 
and the Providence of God points to 
the remedy of it, in the blessing which 
has been bestowed on the expedient 
recommended. But it is my earnest 
recommendation, that whatever et- 
forts may be put forth by my reverend 
brethren, for the extending of this 
species of beneficent institution, the 
instruction of them embrace the prin- 
ciples of Christian faith and worship, 


as maintained in this Church, and be - 


ander the control of its Ministry. 
‘There is an apparent liberality in the 
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contrary scheme ; but it is never con- 
sistently acted on, so far as my know- 
ledve extends, If it should be acted 
on, there must be a surrendry ot 
Christian verity. 

Within the last few months, there 
has been instituted a Society, under 
the name of * The Common Prayer 
Book Society of Pennsylvania.” The 
object of it is to furnish Prayer Books 
for sale at the cheapest rates, and te 
distribute them to the poor, so far as 
the funds may enable. The Mana- 
gers have purchased a set of Stereo- 
type Plates for the book, of the ec- 
tavo size. The first edition has been 
struck off; and is placed on propor- 
tionably as good terms as the duo- 
decimo edition of New-York, hereto-~ 
fore obtained, from time to time, by 
the Society for the Advancement of 
Christianity; who are to be relieved 
by the Seciety now named, from this 
branch of their expenditure. It ought 
to be known, that there is a gain, 
rather than a loss, attached toa mem- 
bership of this Society; the subscriber 
being entitled to receive books to the 
amount of his subscription, at about 
half of the price at which books of 
the same sizes are usually sold. 

In bringing these subjects into 
view, there ought not to be over- 
looked a female society, auxiliary to 


.the first mentioned; and devoted, 


under the control of the ecclesiastical 
authority, to the publishing of small 
Tracts. These publications have 
heen found very useful, in extending 
the knowledge of the genuine truths 
of Christianity. To those who are 
desirous of doing much good at a 
small expense, there may be recom- 
mended the availing of themselves of 
the means furnished by this respect- 
able Association. 

It has occurred to some of our 
brethren of each order, that the sub: 
ject of the fund for the future support 
of a Bishop has not been sufficiently 
notified to the several Congregations 
of the Church in this state. At the 
advanced time of life of your present 
Bishop, there cannot be thought a 
view to personal interest, in his re- 
commending of it, as he now does, to 
the members of this Convention ; espe- 
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cially, as he must be supposed more 
impressed than any other, with the 
convittion of the utility of separating 
the Episcopal duties from the Paro- 
chial. 

To a former Convention, there was 
made a communication of the renew- 
ed operation of the Society for the 
Relief of the Widows and the Clil- 
dren of deceased Clergymen. As 
the probable advantage to a family 
considerably overbalances the re- 
quired subscription during life, it is 
reasonable to conclude, from the pan- 
city of those availing themselves of 
the benefit, that there may be use in 
this further notice of the fund in hand. 
Any future demands on it will be the 
fruit of fair purchase; and it would 
essentiaily interfere with the calcula- 
tions on which the scheme was origi- 
nally predicated, to encourage any 
expectations from the bounty of the 
Corporation. 

At the General Conventiort heid in 
May last, the subject of theological 
education was considered and acted 
on. The prevailing sentiment was 
in favour of one general seminary, to 
be located in the city of New-York. 
It is my ardent desire, that there 
may be put forth the most zealous 
endeavours throughout the Union, to 
raise a fund for the carrying of the 
design into effect. With this view, a 
Committee was appointed by the Ge- 
neral Convention. The Committee 
assembled in this city in January; 
when the consenting opinions of the 
members present, on all the leading 
points which came under considera- 
tion, were a favourable beginning of 
the business. The arrangements made 
by them will soon be laid before the 
sublic. For some years past, there 

ave not been wanting the voluntary 
endeavours of the Clergy of this city, 
to prepare for the Ministry candidates 
admitted by the Standing Committee. 
These endeavours were necessarily 
far short of what is to be desired. 
Perhaps they may be improved by a 
late measure of the Society for the 
Advancement of Christianity, with a 
view to this object, in their granting 
of a stipend, although very small, to 
the Rev. Samuel H. Turner, whom 
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we consider as competent to the 
charge of candidates. But it will be 
highly gratifying to me to find this 
partial expedient absorbed in the pro- 
jected Seminary of New-York. 

It only rernains to express my de- 
vout wishes for the Divine guidance 
of the counsels of the assembled body, 


‘and a blessing on whatever may be 


undertaken by them for the glory of 
God and the good of the Church. 
WM. WHITE. 


a 


From Buek’s Expositor. 


Matt. xiv. 23. He went up into a 
muuntain apart t6 pray, and when 
the evening was come, he was there 
alone. 


Tne Rev. Witttam Bromtey Capo- 
GAN died 1797, aged 46. He aimed 
at usefulness, not applause, and he 
had the happiness to find that he did 
not labour in vain; for few persons 
in the present day, for the space of 
time he preached, have been more 
blessed to the cgnversion of young 
and old, rich and poor. He was a re- 
markable early riser, being mostly in 
his study by six o’clock, even in winter. 
What time he spent in secret prayer 
is only known to his own soul. It is 
supposed, however, that he was much 
engaged in this duty. For when he had 
company, he would often retire from 
them to his study; and there, when 
most of the family were gone to rest, 
he has been frequently surprised en his 
knees by the domestic who usually took 
charge of the house. Let the minis- 
ters of the gospel learn to imitate this 
good man: the way to be useful in 
public is to be much with God in pri- 
vate, 


a 


Romans viii. 13. For if ye live after 
the flesh, ye shall die; but if ye 
through the Spirit do mortify the 
deeds of the body, ye shall live. 


Bisuor Hoover martyred 1555. 

Such, as one observes, is the me- 
thod of the gospel, that where God 
persuades to duty, he propounds the 
reward: when he dissuades from sin. 
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he urges judgments, It isa holy de- 
sign tor a Christian to counterbalance 
the pleasures of sin with the terrors 
of it: and thus to cure the poison of 
the viper with the flesh of it. Thus 
that admirable saint and martyr, Bi- 
shop Hooper, when he came to die, 
endeavoured to influence his 
mind by saying, “ O Sir, consider 
that life is sweet and death is bitter.” 
‘fo which he replied, “ Life to come 
is more sweet, and death to come is 
more bitter ;” and so went patienily 
to the stake. 

When the iron work was brought 
to fasten him to the stake, he took an 
iron hoop, and put it about his waist, 
and bidding them take away the rest, 
he said, * [ doubt not but God will 
sive me strength to abide the extre- 
wiity of the fire without binding.” He 
died, we are told, as quietly as a child 
in his bed—in the 80th year of his 
ave. 


one 


THE FRIEND. 
(BY BISHOP HORNE.) 


‘{'ne fastest friend the world affords 
Is quickly from tae gonc: 

Faithless behold him turn his back, 
And leave me all aione! 

‘* My friend, sincerely yours till death :” 
The world no farther goes ; 

Verhaps, while earth to earth is laid, 
A tear of pity flows. 

Be thou, my Saviour, then, my friend, 
In thee my soul shall trust, 

Who false will never prove in death, 
Nor leave me in the dust. 

Home while my other friends return, 
Al! solemn, silent, sad, 

With thee my flesh shall rest in hope, 
And all my bones be glad. 


TRANSLATION 
( By the same.) 


farx, mighty Father, we adore, 

And praise thy Name for evermore ; 
Whose bounty feeds all Adam’s race, 
And cheers the hungry soul with grace. 
Great co-eternal Son, to thee, 

With one consent, we bow the knee; 
for our salvation man become, 

Thou didst not scorn the virgin’s womb. 
The Paschal Lamb, foreshown of old, 
in thee, sweet Jesu! we behold, 

And pardon through thy blood receive, 
While on thy cress we look and live. 
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Thee too, all-hallow’d mystic Dove, 
We ever bless, and ever love : 

Thy wonders how shall we declare ? 
The Lord was born, the virgin bare! 
Almighty everlasting Three, 

No other God we have but thee ; 
Thy glorious work, immortal King, 
In triumph thus we daily sing. 


22? 
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From the Albany Gazette. 
CONSECRATIONS., 


On Friday, the 20th Nov. Christ Church, 
Binghamton,Chenango Point, Broome coun- 
ty; and on Sunday, the 23d, Zion Church, 
in the village of Louisville, Butternuts, 
Otsego county, were consecrated by the 
Right Rev Bishop Honartr. The Church 
at Butternuts, which is a substantial 
stove edifice, 67 by 47 feet, is of the Go- 
thic order of architecture, with a hand- 
some tower, and is finished in the enterior 
as weil as exterior with much neatness and 
elegance. The architect, Mr. McGeorge, 
of Oxford, deserves much credit for the 
design of the building, and for the manner 
in which he has executed it. The Church, 
it is thought, affords, in many respects, a 
finer specimen of Gothic architecture 
than any other Church in the state ; and it 
is an evidence of the zeal and liberality of 
the congregation by whose contribution 
it has been erected, and an ornament to a 
flourishing town, which less than thirty 
years since was a wilderness. 





T. & J. Swords have just published, 
“ Swvords’s Pocket A’manack, and Christian 
Calendar, for the year of our Lord 1819; be- 
ing the third after Leap Year. Containing 
the rising, setting, and eclipses of the Sun 
and Moon, the time of High Water, &c.” 
Also Observations on the Observance of 
Sundsys—Explanations of the Festivals 
and Fasts of the Church—Succession of 
American Bishops—-List of the Clergy of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States—Standing Committees— 
Yime of Conventional Meetings—Reli- 
gious Societies attached to the Epis- 
copal Church in the United States— 
Scientific, Literary, and Benevolent Insti- 
tutions—Officers of the Government of the 
United States—Ministers Plenipotentiary 
from the United States to Foreign Powers 
—Ministerial Appointments from Foreign 
Powers to the United States—Officers of 
the Government of the State of New- 
York—Common Council of the City of 
New-York—Courts in the State of New- 
York—Clerks of the Supreme Court— 
Mayor’s Court—Rates of Postage—Times 
of arrival and closing of the Mails, &c. 
&e. &e. 
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